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Abstract:

This study explores the phenomenon of war songs that
emerged during the April 15, 2023 conflict in Sudan
(2023-2024), framing them as potent cultural-political
tools in shaping social discourse amid armed conflict.
The study aims to analyze the content of these songs,
uncover the underlying motivations behind their
production, and examine the nature of the messages
they convey—whether promoting hatred and inciting
violence or advocating for peace, unity, and the
glorification of individual and collective heroism.

The significance of this research lies in its illumination
of the complex relationship between art and conflict
and its documentation of a vital facet of the cultural
memory of contemporary warfare in Sudan. Given the
scarcity of scholarly literature addressing this topic
from a sociological and cultural perspective, the study
seeks to broaden the understanding of how popular
culture is mobilized in conflict contexts and its role in
shaping collective perceptions of war and peace.
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The research is grounded in the central hypothesis
that these songs were not merely spontaneous artistic
responses to war but were part of an organized
mobilization discourse employed by the warring
parties in Sudan. Art was strategically utilized as a
medium to influence public opinion and achieve
political and psychological objectives. The study adopts
a descriptive-analytical methodology and analyzes a
representative sample of 32 selected songs, with an
in-depth examination of six songs. The analysis focuses
on their temporal and political context, linguistic
and melodic styles, platforms of dissemination, and
targeted audiences.

Findings reveal a fundamental contradiction within
the discourse of these songs, where messages inciting
violence and glorifying military heroism coexist
within the same text with calls for peace and societal
cohesion. The results also indicate a coordinated effort
by warring factions to employ artistic production,
evidenced by the high technical quality of the songs
(audio, visuals, animation) supported by systematic
funding—challenging the notion of spontaneous
grassroots expression.

The study documents a clear dominance in quantity
and quality of songs supporting the national army
and joint forces (e.g., “Lions of the Joint Forces”)
compared to the limited artistic output in favor of




the Rapid Support Forces. This imbalance reflects the
enduring influence of the post-independence “State of
‘56” on Sudanese cultural structures. Notably, women
emerged as prominent contributors—both as poets
and performers. Despite the political divide, the study
highlights a striking cultural paradox: the persistence
of a unified artisticidentity, as evidenced by shared use
of traditional symbols (such as the rababa instrument
and local dialects) across opposing narratives.

This research offers a dual academic contribution: first,
by bridging a gap in African conflict studies through a
model that integrates sociological and artistic tools;
second, by documenting the collective memory of the
war and revealing the paradox between deepening
division and reaffirming cultural unity. The study
recommends supporting artistic voices that advocate
reconciliation, expanding research to assess the
psychological impact of these songs on the ground,
and developing regulatory mechanisms to curb hate
speech on digital platforms.
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